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generosity, was tempted to accept the offer of two coasting-vessels. The intrepid midshipmen said to him: " Sire, we are resolute men; confide yourself to us. By oars or by sail we will take the boats beyond the channels; after that we will trust ourselves to the winds. They may bring us into the way of some merchant vessel which we will seize, and which we will oblige to transport Your Majesty to the United States. Under cover of the night, and with our oars, we can slip out unperceived." Napoleon was going to allow himself to be persuaded. In the evening of July 13, the two coasters were brought to the anchorage of Aix. Already several of the Emperor's attendants had entered it, when suddenly those who were about to start, and still more those who were to be left behind, broke into an indescribable explosion of grief. The women sobbed. Napoleon could not endure this spectacle. " Well! " he cried, " let us be done with it and give ourselves up to the English, since after all we cannot in any way escape them." And he thanked the brave young men, whose devotion and enthusiasm had profoundly touched him.
Friday, July 14. So this man, of whom one could have said that the whole world was not enough for him (jflEstuat infelix angusto in carcere mundi), this conqueror who had not treated with Europe to preserve the Hanseatic Towns, the modern Caesar, the new Charlemagne, the Emperor of the French, the King of Italy, the mediator of the Swiss Confedera